
 
 
 
 
February 25, 2009 
 
 
 
The Honorable William Adolph Jr. 
PA House of Representatives 
108 Ryan Office Building 
P. O. Box 202165 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
Dear Representative Adolph: 
 
The undersigned organizations and individuals, representing a wide array of early childhood education 
supporters, respectfully urge you to make investing in high quality early education and care for 
Pennsylvania’s children an integral part of the Commonwealth’s FY 2009-2010 General Fund Budget. 
 
Over the next few months, you begin the challenging task of weighing which investments Pennsylvania 
makes in this extraordinarily difficult economic climate. The Governor’s budget includes two critical 
investments in early childhood education: Child Care Works and Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts. Continued 
investment in these programs will help support Pennsylvania’s workforce now and into the future.  
 
Child Care Works provides an essential support for low-income, working families to gain and sustain 
employment. Parents of young children cannot work without safe and reliable child care. As families 
struggle to make ends meet in this weakening economy, more are turning to the Commonwealth for 
assistance with the high cost of quality child care.  Child Care Works uses federal and state dollars to 
provide subsidies while parents help share the cost of their child care on a sliding fee basis. Child Care 
Works subsidies help parents go to work knowing that their children are safe, well-cared for, and having 
positive early learning experiences.  
 
Currently, there are over 15,000 children on the Child Care Works waiting list, which jeopardizes their 
parents’ ability to keep working.  The funding of Child Care Works under the governor’s executive budget 
would allow about 2,000 more children from low-income working families to receive child care subsidy.  
We respectfully urge you to support the proposal to increase access to child care assistance.   
 
Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts is providing high-quality, pre-kindergarten to nearly 12,000 three-and four-
year olds at-risk of education failure. In its first year, nearly 70% of children participating in PA Pre-K 
Counts showed age-appropriate skills and behaviors after attending the program indicating their 
readiness to enter kindergarten prepared to learn. But, only 20% of Pennsylvania’s three- and four-year 
olds have access to high-quality, publicly funded pre-kindergarten programs in our state today and over 
3,000 children were on waiting lists as programs began last fall. Research overwhelmingly demonstrates 
that public investment in high-quality pre-k improves school achievement, reduces special education 
spending, reduces juvenile crime, and increases lifetime earnings of the participating children.  
 
The governor’s executive budget provides funding to allow 1,000 more children at risk of education failure 
to participate in the program.  We respectfully urge you to support this modest growth in PA Pre-K 
Counts.  Based on the preliminary results noted above, our children, schools and the Commonwealth are 
reaping the benefits of this program.   
 
 
 
 



Strong support for state investments in early education exists in every community in the Pennsylvania. 
We ask that you remember the powerful immediate and long-term impact investments in early childhood 
education have on Pennsylvania’s children, their families, and future of the Commonwealth’s economy. 
With your assistance, commitment, and leadership we can continue to support today’s and tomorrow’s 
workforce even in this trying time.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
21st CCLC Greene - Betty Anderson, Director 
3 Rivers Connect - Chris Sweeney, President and CEO 
4Kids Program - Barbara Willard, V.P. Children & Youth Services 
5C's Corporation - Jacqueline Harden, Executive Director & CFO 
A Developmental Journey Christian Child Care & Learning Center - Anica Jones  
A Step Ahead Day Care - Lynn Biddle, Director 
A+ Childcare - James Thomas, Owner 
ABC Academy - Doreen Damskov, Administrator 
ABC Kiddie Kampus - Mary Glynn, Center Supervisor 
Advanced Behavioral Strategies - Donna Podrazik, Director 
Albert Gallatin Area School District - Walter Vicinelly, Superintendent 
All Aboard Day Care and Learning Center - Anna Carasone, Director 
Allegheny County Health Department - Joyce Dodge, WIC Director 
Allegheny Intermediate Unit - Barbara Minzenberg, Sr. Program Director ECE 
Allie Group Childcare - Jodi Allie, Owner 
Always Bettering Children Day Care - Amy Dippold  
Angela James Family Day Care Home - Angela James  
Angels' Place - Cassie Lavella, Substitute Teacher 
APM Child Care - Nayda Ramos, Director 
Apple Pie Day Care - Jim Mattera, Owner 
ARC - Shannon Kelley, Developmental Specialist 
Arcadia University-Early Childhood Education Prog. - Cindy Kennedy Reedy, Assistant Professor 
Armstrong County Community Action Agency Head Start - Carole Bowser, Head Start Director 
As You Grow Daycare - Christine Heim  
Askins Construction - Todd Askins, Owner 
Asociación de Puertorriqueños en Marcha, Inc. - Margarita Hernandez, Director Early Intervention 
Baldwin Community United Methodist Church Preschool - Carol Barringer, Director 
Bangor Area School District - Rosemary Kocher, Director of Early Childhood 
Barbara Thompson Early Learning Center - Kathy Beining  
                                                                     Tawny Vallana, Lead Teacher 
Barb's Care-A-Lot - Barbara Gainer, Director 
Beasley’s Early Education Center, Inc. - Sylvia King  
Beautiful Beginnings, Inc.- Miriam Hogan  
Beaver County Early Care and Education Council - Darcy Stiteler, Project Coordinator 
Beaver County Head Start - Dana Norman, Assistant Teacher 
Beckers School Supplies - Sylvia Lilienthal  
Beginning with Books - Donna Bevan, Outreach Specialist 
Beginning with Books - Tnarthan Jackson, Storymobile Specialist 
                                      Belinda Miller, Administrative Assistant 
Bennett Family Center - Joyce Reed, Administrative Assistant 
Berks County Intermediate Unit 14 - Judith Blimline, Program Administrator/Berks County Head Start 
Berks Women in Crisis - Emma's Place, Kristen Hoffa  
Beth Shalom Pre-School - Reesa Rosenthal, Child Care Provider 
Bethlehem Area School District - Iris Cintron, Supervisor of  Governmental Programs & Grants 
                                                    Angela Karol, Pre-K Counts Teacher 
Bethlehem Health Bureau - Amanda Lehman, Registered Nurse 
Bethlehem YMCA - Susan Ballangee, Senior Director Child Care Services 
Big Mom's Day Care Home - Barbara Allison  
Blair County Head Start - Ann Shields, Family Services Assistant 



Boyertown Area YMCA - Tessi Melchior, Executive Director 
Bradford County Day Care - Nancy Callear, Asst. Director 
Bradford County Human Services - Penney Geiss, Early Intervention Supervisor 
Bradford-Tioga Head Start - Sandy Button, Project and Partnership Coordinator 
Bright and Early Preschool and Learning Center - Nicole Preno, Director 
Bright Beginning - Mary Lou Pfau, DayCare 
Bright Beginnings Child Development Center, Inc. - Amy Bennett  
Bright Horizons @ St. Mary Child Development Center - Elaine Karmilowicz  
Bright Horizons on the Golden Mile - Samantha Watko, Lead Preschool Teacher 
Brown's Family Child Care, Octrina Rouse-Brown, Owner/Practitioner 
Bucks County Community College Early Learning Center - Edith Short, Director 
Bucks County Quality Child Care Coalition - Pat Miiller  
Butler County Children's Center, Inc. – Alice Nunes, CEO  
                                                              Tracy Fleeger 
Butler County Early Care and Educational Council - Julie Thumma, Coordinator 
Butler County MH/MR - Jill McDonald, Early Intervention Coordinator 
C21Target Realty - Lily Zhao, President 
Cambria County Child Development Corp.- Shasta Wagner, Program/Curriculum Liaison 
Capital Area AEYC - Kathy Stennett  
Capital Area Head Start - Jo Pepper, Executive Director 
                                         Debbie Scherer, Teacher 
                                         Valeri White  
Capital Area Head Start/Harrisburg Schools - Lori Seese, Teacher 
Caring People Alliance - Arlene Bell, Executive Director 
Carol Leone Child Care and Development Center - Jeanne Sergi, Director 
Casa Del Carmen - Giovanni Morante, Administrator 
CDI - Margie Olivo  
Center for Developmental Disabilities of Pike County, Ltd. - Ann Gillerlane, Executive Director 
                                                                                              Margie Neff, Family Support Caseworker 
Center for Schools and Communities - Kelly Riley, Research and Evaluation Specialist 
Central Susquehanna Association for the Education of Young Children - Diana Dixon, Public Policy Chair 
Chambersburg Area School District - Jim Wolfson, Project Manager 
Cherished Children - LaVette Smith, Director 
Chester County Children, Youth and Families - Gerry Dowdall, County Casework Supervisor 
Child Advocates of Blair County - Bobbi Albright, Teacher 
                                                     Patti Ferrick, Teacher Assistant 
                                                     Kimberly Hengst, Pre-K Counts Program Coordinator 
                                                    Jody McConahy, Case Manager 
                                                    Nancy Pisanick, Education Manager 
                                                    David Plummer, Teacher Pre-K Counts 
Child Advocates of Blair County Head Start - Patricia S. Morris, Teacher 
Child Care Consultants - Tess McKeel, STARS Specialist 
Child Care Information Services of Adams, Franklin, & Fulton Counties - Marci Place, Program Director 
Child Care Information Services of Centre County - Nichol Sheridan, Program Director 
Child Care Information Services of Monroe County - Robert Edler  
Child Care Information Services of Northampton County - Betsy Gilgoff, Executive Director 
Child Care Information Services of Warren & Forest Counties - Tish Montgomery, Director 
Child Care Providers, Inc. - Marty McGurrin, STARS Technical Assistance Area Manager 
Child Development and Family Council of Centre County, Inc. – Ann Walker, Executive Administrator 
                                                                                                      Paula Thornbloom, Program Administrator 
Child Development Centers, Inc. - Holland Culver, Center Director 
Child Development Council of NEPA - Susan Dinofrio, Executive Director 
Child Development, Inc. - Mary Ann Devlin, Director 
                                         Gina Gargano, Community Engagement Coordinator 
                                         Georgine Joyce, IT Support 
                                         Anne Marie Reager, EI Specialist 
Children First Child Care and Learning Center - Monica Walker, Owner/Director 



Children of Destiny Learning Center - Tiffaney Hobbs  
Children's Adventure Learning Center – Kristen Sontag, Owner/Director 
                                                               Gina May, Group Supervisor 
Children's Advocacy Center - Diane Gwin, Supervisor Nurse-Family Partnership 
                                               Jodi King, Registered Nurse 
Children's Aid Society - Janet Biss, Preschool Teacher 
                                      Lisa Maines, Teacher/School Age 
Children's Alliance Center - April Reed Schmehl, Vice President 
Children's Coalition of the Lehigh Valley - Carol Obando-Derstine, Executive Director 
Children's Creative Learning Center - Judy Zuzack, Director 
Children's Development Center - Christine King, Preschool Teacher 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia - Jo Ann D'Agostino, CRNP 
                                                          Lynnette DeShields, School Readiness Specialist 
Children's Museum of Pittsburgh - Lois Winslow, Director of Education 
Children's Wonder Land, Inc. - Diana Walck, Director 
Child's Conceptions, Inc. - Teresa DiCesare  
Childspace Day Care Center - Edith Appel, Director 
ChildTime School Age Care, LLC - George Newberry, Owner 
Chilldren's Village - Mary Graham,  
Choplick Child Care - Jeanne Choplick  
Christian Life Learning Center - Mary Ann Holmes  
Clearfield County League on Social Services, Inc. - Susan Bloom, CEG Coordinator 
Clearfield County League on Social Services, Inc. - Nancy Lombardo, Executive Director 
Clelian Heights School - Lisa Newton, Teacher Aide 
Communities In Schools of Philadelphia - Linda Meade, Assistant Vice President 
Community Action Development Commission of Montgomery County  - Rick Beaton, Executive Director 
Community Action Southwest - John Buchanan, Pre-K Manager 
                                                  Kris Kelley, Education Supervisor 
Community College of Beaver County - Jacque Black, Associate Professor of ECE 
Community Development Head Start - Laverne Pierce  
Community Education Center - Theresa Shockley, Executive Director 
Community Justice Project - Peter Zurflieh, Attorney 
Community Progress Council - Karen Brown, Education Coordinator 
                                                 Twila Good, Parent Involvement Specialist 
Community Progress Council, Inc. Head Start of York County - Cathy Kipp, Director 
Community Services for Children, Inc. - Aileen Ney, Subsidy Manager 
Community Services for Children, Inc. - Sheri Roth, STARS Designator 
Conemaugh Valley School District - Tonya Lauer, Pre K Teacher/Contract/ Grant Writer 
Consultant - Michele Knoll, Developmental Specialist 
Corry Area School District - Mary Hammer, School Counselor 
Council of 3 Rivers - Michelle Mihalko, Pre-K Loreto Site Coordinator 
Country Charm Early Learning Center Inc. - Dawn Smith, Director 
CPSD - Amy Noble, Teacher 
Cradle to Krayons Child Care and Preschool Program - Cordy Henry  
Crafton Children's Corner - Judith Albenze, Executive Director 
Cranberry Community Development Center, Inc. - Candace Lauer, Teacher 
Crayon Castle Child Care Center - Valerie Leibert, Director 
Crayon Kids, Inc. - Patricia Klemp  
Creative Critter Child Care Center - Lynne Spangenberg  
Creative Kids Learning Centers. - Denise Storer, Owner/Executive Director 
Crispus Attucks Early Learning Center - Carol Heagy, Director 
Crystal Christian Child Care - Onelly Bomberger, Group Supervisor 
Curious Kids Learning Center - Chastity King, Director 
Dallas Little People Day Care School - Barbara Kohler, Owner 
Danville Child Development Center - Diana Dixon, Executive Director 
Dauphin County Capital Beginnings TFEC - Steve Messner, Director 
Day Care Centers, Inc. - Connie Morak, Assistant Director 



Day Nursery Association - Grace Ann Hogan, Executive Director 
DeKalb Day School - Yvonne DiSanto  
Delaware Valley Association for the Education of Young Children - Drisana Lashley, Program Associate 
Delta Medix, PC - Margo Opsasnick, CEO 
Dennis R. Gourley PhD - Dennis R. Gourley, Executive Director 
DePaul School for Hearing and Speech - David Misra, Dir. of Institutional Advancement 
DePaul University, School of Education - Barbara Kimes Myers, Professor Emeritus 
Derry Area School District - Roberta McCahan, Superintendent 
                                            Marty Rovedatti-Jackson, Primary Principal 
Diamond Street Early Childhood Center - June Hershberger, Director 
                                                                  Marie Klinikowski, Preschool Lead Teacher 
Dignrty Housing - Vanessa Tercero, Contracts Monitor and Policy Analyst 
Director Child Care Information Services Venango - Candace Reina, Director 
Discovery Child Development Center - Kim Howell, Program Director 
Diversified Community Services - Angela Harrison, Director 
Diversified Human Services/SPHS Child Care - Linda Fafalios, Director 
Donley Consulting - Maura Donley, President 
Dougherty's Day Care - Tammy Dougherty  
Doylestown Hospital Children's Village - Jane H. Mahler, Director 
Dr. Gertrude Barber National Institute - Kathleen Bastow, PreK Counts Director 
Each One Teach One Children's Development Center - Stephanie Kirkland-Ramsey 
Early Connections – Darlene Kovacs, Vice President of Early Childhood Regional Services 
                                 Patty Cooney, Director of Early Care and Education 
                                 Courtney Tirak, Director 
                                 Jayne Deutsch, Project Coordinator 
                                 Nancy Kalista 
Early Intervention - Marilyn Ely, EI Coordinator 
Early Intervention Programs - Stephanie Schlimm, EI Coordinator 
Early Intervention Technical Assistance - De Voka Gordon, Educational Consultant 
East Lycoming School District - Patti Wylie, Literacy Coach 
East Shore Montessori School - Carol Jones,  
East Stroudsburg Area School District - Irene Duggins, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
                                                               Annelle Prefontaine, Director of Grants and Federal Programs 
East Stroudsburg University - Kristine Van Duzer, Student 
East Stroudsburg - PA - Janet Zimmerman,  
Easter Seals Eastern Pennsylvania - Sandy Shay, Community Program Director 
Education Law Center - PA - Janet Stotland, Co-Director 
Elbow Lane School - Lisa Puchalski, Director 
Elizabeth Seton Center, Inc. - Barbara Ann Boss, President 
Elizabethtown College - Jill Sunday Bartoli, Associate Professor in Education and Social Work 
Elwyn  - Judy Anderson, Director of Early Childhood 
              Sharon Scott, Director 
              Diane Murray  
Endless Mountain Learning Center, Inc. - Laureen Otasevic  
Erie County Children and Youth Services - Mary Ann Daniels, Executive Director 
Erie Family Center - Judy Hauser, PSEA 
                                 Trisha Lewis, Time Limited Family Reunification Parent Service Specialist 
                                 Natalie Montero, TLFR Coordinator 
Erie Homes for Children and Adults, Inc. - Amy Braymer, EHCA Child Care Director 
Erie School District - Constance Meginnis, ESL Teacher 
ErieKIDS, Inc. - Jeffrey Natalie, President/CEO 
Esperanza College of Eastern University - Roberto Luciano, Education Specialist 
Family Child Resources, Inc. - Jennifer Byers, CFO 
                                               Gregory Doan, CEO 
Family Connection of Easton - Jessica Dreistadt, Executive Director 
 
 
 



Family YMCA of Easton, Phillipsburg and Vicinity  - Cheryl Tuturice, Senior Director 
                                                                                  Amy Miller, Director 
                                                                                  Karissa Byington, Associate Director 
                                                                                  Brenda Pickard, Marketing & Outreach Director, Pre K Counts 
                                                                                  Ryan Tice, SACC/Day Camp Director 
FasTracKids - Wendy Karnick, Owner 
Feast of Justice - Dorothy Sachs, Literacy Director 
Federation Early Learning Services - Maddy Malis, President /CEO 
First United Methodist Church Preschool - Kimberlee Croucher, Director 
Footprints in the Sand Daycare - Rick & Kim Paul, Director 
For Kids Sake Child Care and Learning Center, Inc. - Pat Schippnick, President 
For Love Of Children - Mary Ann Bentz, Chair 
Forest City Regional School District - Robert Vadella, Superintendent of Schools 
Foulkeways Child Care Center - Mary Ellen Malloy, Director 
Fox Chapel Area School District Family Literacy Center - Kenda Hammer, Early Literacy Specialist 
Franklin Day Nursery - Sanorra Payne  
Friedman Real Estate Group - Friedman Charlene, CFO 
Friendship House Day Care Center - Rosemarie Salvati, Director 
G.R.A.C.E. Learning Center - Iris Andrews  
Generations United/Seniors4Kids - Pennsylvania - Anne Wise  
George School Children's Center - Cindy Sherman, Teacher 
Germantown Academy Child Care Center - Carol Zeuner, Director 
Germantown Deaf Ministries Fellowship - Rosalind McKelvey, Director 
Germantown Settlement - Yvonne Andrews, Clinical Supervisor 
Germantown Settlement - Emma Cummings-Freeman, VP Health & Human Services 
Giggles Kids Club - Debbie Cleffi, Owner 
Grace-Trinity Day Care Center - Dr. Vijaya Kumar, Director 
Gramma's House Family Day Care - Cheryl Wasyliw, Director 
Grand Beginnings Children's Center, Inc. - Peg Work  
Growing and Learning Center - Dorothy Lytle  
Haley-Brinen Training - Christine Haley-Brinen, Instructor 
HANDS of Wyoming County – Rebecca Reese, Supervisor 
                                                Mary Lou Divis, Assistant Administrator 
Hanover Area Family YMCA - Jennifer Deardorff, Senior Program Director of Youth/Family/Childcare 
Hansel & Gretel Early Learning Center - Max Grill  
Harrisburg Area Community College - Kathy Felty, Adjunct Professor 
Harrisburg Area Community College - Sue Hoxworth, Early Childhood Instructor 
Harrisburg School District - Debra Reuvenny, Director, Early Childhood Program 
Harrisburg School District - Cindy Witsil, Pre-k Teacher 
Candace Hawthorne, Psychologist 
Head Start - Allegheny County - Holly Levenson, Monitor 
Head Start - Blair County - Jami Sederes, Behavior Support Specialist 
Head Start of York County - Tabatha Amereihn, Home Base Visitor 
Head Start of York County - Jodie Rizzio, Family Advocate 
Head Start of York County - Penny Sims, Family Advocate 
Heavenly Hall Day Care - David Sawyer  
Hide-n-Seek Christian Day Care - Jane Neff, Director 
Hiland Child Care Center - Joanne Vogel, Director 
Hildebrandt Learning Centers - Mary Lou Donahue, Center Director 
                                                 Jenn McGrath  
Hildebrandt Learning Centers - Karen Sullivan, Center Director 
Hilltop Community Children's Center - Marcia Walters, Executive Director 
Houtzdale Child & Family Center - Mary Ann  
Hug Me Tight Childlife Centers - Carolyn Burns  
Huntingdon County Child and Adult Development Corporation - Brandy Chaney, Family and Community Services 
Indiana County Child Day Care Services, Inc. - Marti Higgins, Executive Director 
                                                                           Janis Filipovich, Head Teacher 



Indiana University of Pennsylvania - Josh Kapcoe, Teacher 
Indochinese American Council - Lequyen Vu, Director of Program 
Ingold Consulting - Georghina Ingold, Principal 
Interplay Child Care Center - Stephanie Vespi, Director 
James V. Brown Library - Elizabeth Smith, Family Place Coordinator 
Jefferson DeFrees Family Center - Susan Anderson, Interim Child Care Director 
Jelly Bean Junction - Danielle Mace, Child Care Director 
Jenkintown Day Nursery - Carol Martin, Executive Director 
Jersey Shore Area School District - Robert Conroy, Assistant Superintendent 
                                                         Laura Milarch, Principal 
Jewish Community Alliance of Lancaster Academy - Wendy Shiffer, Director of Early Childhood Education 
Jewish Community Center of Greater Pittsburgh - South Hills - Robyn Chotiner, Director, Early Childhood 
JLC Day Care Inc. II - Patricia Cobbs  
JoAnna Connell Elementary PTA - Cheryl Pierce, President 
Jolly Toddlers Nursery and Child Care Center –Nancy Thompson, Director/Owner 
                                                                           Michelle McGuire, Teacher 
                                                                           Sheila Foster, Assistant Teacher 
Joycee's Little Angels - Joyce Stevens, Owner 
Juniata College Early Childhood Education Center - Christine Breene, Co-Director 
                                                                                   Sylvia McDowell, Co-Director 
Just Children, Marvelle South - Administrator 
Just Harvest - Rochelle Jackson, Advocate/Organizer Welfare Justice Project 
Kentucky Ave. Children's Center - Fran Weingrad, School Teacher & Director 
Keystone College - Fran Langan, Professor 
Keystone College Children’s Center - Carol Davis, Director 
Keystone Mental Health Services - Ellwyn Andres, Director of Professional Development 
Kiddoodles Learning Center - Amanda  Schok  
Kiddy Kingdom Childcare - Patricia Murphy, Director 
Kids Campus - Monica Castone 
Kids First Blair County - Jackie Clouser, Executive Director 
Kids Korner Children's Center - Linda Zuschlag, Director 
                                                  Shelia Zuschlag  
Kids World Early Learning Center - Shannon Foose  
Kidzone Learning Center - Toni Brinson, Director 
Kim's Family Child Care - Kim Cooper  
KinderCare Learning Centers - Kristi Beach, PKC Coordinator 
                                                 Beth Mitros  
Kochenderfer Christian Day Care - Andrea Roth  
Kutztown University - Alicia Berkoski, Elementary Education and Early Childhood Ed. Undergrad Student 
Lancaster County Children & Youth - Crystal Gingrich, Executive Director 
Lancaster Day Care Center - Nancy Jordan, Executive Director 
                                               Angela F. Richards  
Lancaster-Lebanon Intermediate Unit #13 - Susan Althouse, Supervisor 
                                                                     Rhonda Brody, Itinerant Teacher 
                                                                     Brenda Hanthorn, Early Childhood Supervisor 
                                                                     Kim McClure, Speech Therapist 
                                                                     Bonnie Pizzo, Speech Language Pathologist 
                                                                     Kelly Walker, Preschool Special Education Teacher 
Latrobe Kinder School - Kelsey Burns, Pre K Counts Head Teacher 
                                     Renee Henry, Parent 
Lawrence County Children and Youth - Lisa Matteo, Casework Supervisor 
Lawrence County Community Action Partnership Head Start - Georgiana Luce, FPC 
League of Women Voters of Clarion County - Janice Horn, President 
Learn Through Play Childcare, Inc. - Ericka Wharton  
Lehigh Valley Child Care, Inc. – Susan M. Williams, Ed.M., President/CEO 
                                                   Yesenia Ortiz-Flores, Center Director 
                                                   Janet Soos  



Lifesteps, Inc. – Maureen Lee, Director, Early Education Services 
                         Joanne Hartle, Program Operations Officer 
Ligonier Valley Learning Center, Inc. - Rebecca Faulk, Agency Director 
                                                             Sharon Marsh  
Lil Bits Day Care - Adrienne Briggs, Owner/Educator 
Lily Pond Child Development Centers - Laura Gillespie, Operations Director 
                                                              Rebecca Grace, Center Director 
Lincoln Intermediate Unity #12 - Cheryl Gazan, Associate Supervisor 
Line Mountain School District - Thea Tafner, Elementary Principal 
Linglestown Christian Nursery School - Nancy Cartwright, Director 
Little Angels Learning Center Academy - Anna Douglas, Director 
Little Blessings Day Care - Dana Hughes  
Little Dreamers Child Development Center, Inc. - Tricia Kwatkoski  
Little Life Enrichment Center - Clark Agapakis  
Little Mates - Kristy Huyett, Director 
Little Meadows Learning Center - Mary Lou Donahue, Director 
                                                      Jeanette Niebauer, Assistant Director 
Little Moo'Vers Day Care - Dawn Joseph  
Little People Country Club - Kim McNeely  
Little People Day Care School - Robert Everett, Early Childhood Educator 
                                                  Justine Fraser  
Little People Day Care School of Columbia, Syamal Bhattacharya  
Little Ray's Day Care, Helen Schroder, Pre-K Teacher 

Little Ray's Day Care -Tasha Stout, Owner 
Little Scholars, Inc. - Tonya West 
Live 'n Learn SMILE Center - Lisa Clavell 
Long Run Children's Learning Center - Tom Smith, Executive Director 
Lower Bucks YMCA - Michele Fina 
Lutheran Home at Kane K.I.D.S. - Brenda Baker, Director 
Lutheran Social Services of South Central Pennsylvania - Karen Walter  
LutherCare, Columbia Child Care and Learning Center - Deb Seachrist  
Luzerne County Head Start, Inc. - Maria Smith, Eligibility Specialist 
Lycoming Children and Youth - Mark Egly, Administrator 
Lycoming County United Way - Jennifer Bolich, Early Childhood Education Coordinator 
Mansfield University - Debra Kachel, Instructor 
Maple Leaf Learning Center - Shelley Kolber 
Margaret George School - Wendy Hagerty-LeBron, Assistant Teacher 
Marsha Brubaker - Community Engagement Consultant 
Maryland's Little World Day Care - Maryland Barrios 
 
Maternity Care Coalition – JoAnne Fischer, Executive Director 
                                           Bette Begleiter, Deputy Executive Director 
                                          Guadalupe Cintron, Family Advocate 
MCAR - Marlee Juranovich, Therapeutic Activity Aide 
McKeesport Area School District - Diana Lewis, Speech Therapist 
McKinney Family Day Care Home - Letty McKinney 
Meadville Children’s Center - Traci Haner, Lead Teacher 
Mee-Mom's Quality Plus Child Care - Kalidah Bint Hatton 
Mee-Mom's Quality Plus Child Care Center - Theresa Hutson 
Mental Health Association of SE PA - Bill England, MSW, Director Family and Youth 
                                                            Kim Jackson, Family Advocate 
Messiah College Early Learning Center - Bev Goodling  
Methodist Services for Children and Families - Angele Parker, President and CEO 
Metro/Community Preschool and Nursery - Melissa Henry 
Mi Familia Child Care Center, Juanita Medina - Director 
Milford Hill Learning Center - Faith Hudson  
Millcreek Township School District - Sara Grutkowski, Coordinating Director MTSD Child Development 



MoMa Good Inc. - Angel Good  
Monroe County Association for the Education of Young Children - Debbie Miele 
Montessori School of the Nittany Valley - Lynne Bradley, Early Childhood Educator 
Montgomery County Community College - Linda Martin, Education Instructor 
Montgomery County Court Child Care - Linda Awarski, Director 
                                                               Anne Martin, Teacher 
Montgomery Early Learning Centers - Fred  Citron 
Mount Carmel Area School District - Tara Purcell, Parent Educator 
Mt. Ararat Community Activity Center - Delores Chalmers  
MUSA - Aldine Coleman, Education Director 
Nanny Rose Child Care - Dinah Graziano  
Nat's Day Care - Natalye Delegal   
Navisoft Technologies, Inc. - Clarence Daniel, Manager 
Neighborhood Interfaith Movement - Annette Freeman, Program Director 
                                                          Alexandra Patterson, Early Learning Resource Center Coordinator 
New Creation Station Child Care Center - Angie Krepps 
New Hanover Lutheran Church - Carol Detweiler, Director of Christian Education 
Next Generation Christian Academy -Tammy Jolaoso 
Noah & Company  Daycare - Michele Miller, Director/Owner 
Nonprofit Finance Fund - Joann Bursich 
Norris Square Civic Association - Patricia De Carlo, Executive Director 
North Penn School District - Linda Abram, Family/Community Involvement Specialist 
                                             Barb Troutman 
North Pocono Preschool & Child Care Centers - Gail Laskowski 
Northampton Community College Children’s Center - Karen Klein, Coordinator 
                                                                                     Barbara Jo Weaver, Preschool Teacher 
Northeastern Child Care Services - Linda Barney, Center Director 
Northeastern Child Care Services - Judith Graziano, President 
Northeastern Child Care Services - Susan Romanowski 
Northeastern Child Care Services - Christine Rudy, Center Director 
Northeastern Child Care Services - Mary Lee Salerno, Pre-K Counts Coordinator 
Northern Cambria School District - Jennifer Kirsch 
Northumberland Area Head Start - Pamala Rhoades, Family and Health Coordinator 
Notre Dame Elementary School - Mary Kane 
Novick Brothers Corporation - Matt Luchansky 
Nurse Family Partnership - Roberta McHale, Nurse Supervisor 
                                           Joni Todhunter, RN, MSN 
Nurse Family Partnership of Monroe/Pike County - Daniela Martin, Program Assistant 
Nurse-Family Partnership - Kathleen Krivenko, Program Manager 
Nurse-Family Partnership - Cindy Page, RN 
One Stop Shop for Child Care Licensing Information in Philadelphia - Marion Brown, Director 
Otterbein Early Education Center - Wendy Latshaw  
Otterbein Early Education Center - Sherry Smith, Teacher 
Otto-Eldred Elementary School - Terry Stanley, Elementary Supervisor 
Our Buddy's Place - Shirley Hough, Owner/Director 
Our Little Rascals - Deborah Cellucci, Owner 
Owl Hill Learning Center - Michelle Siegler, Teacher / GS 
PAL Nursery School - Erin McLaughlin, Nursery School Director 
Parent-Child Home Program – Mary Lee O’Harrow, Program Director 
                                                Sue Evans, Coordinator 
                                                Shelli Panebaker, Coordinator 
PathWaysPA - Carol Goertzel, President/CEO 
Penn State Behrend Early Learning Center - Susan Carpenter 
Penn State Harrisburg - Mary Napoli, Assistant Professor 
                                      Carolyn Griess, Faculty 
Penn State Lehigh Valley - Kenneth McGeary, Regional Director 
Penn State University - Department of Education Policy Studies, - William Lowe Boyd, Professor 



Penncrest Child Development Center - Vicki DeRoss, Child Care Director 
                                                               Denise Scrivens, Assistant Teacher, Pre-K Counts 
Pennsylvania Association for the Education of Young Children - Jodi Askins 
Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics - Libby Ungvary 
Pennsylvania Child Care Association - Carol McConaghy 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches - Sandra Strauss, Director of Public Advocacy 
Pennsylvania Head Start Association - Blair Hyatt  
Pennsylvania Home-Based Child Care Providers Association - Denise Cressman, President 
Pennsylvania Mentor - Barry Strohl, LSW, Clinical Supervisor 
Pennsylvania Migrant Education Program - Monique Billow, Preschool Support Specialist 
Pennsylvania Migrant Education Program - Wanda Lopez, Preschool Instructor 
Pennsylvania Parent Teacher Association - Kera Daily 
Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children – Joan Benso, President and CEO 
Perry County Family Center - Shelley Dreyer-Aurila, Executive Director 
Philadelphia Reads - Adrienne Jacoby, Ed.D., Executive Director 
Philadelphia School District - Linda Schmid, RN.M.ed 
PIC - Rene Ozias, Project Supervisor 
Pittsburgh Association for the Education of Young Children – Michelle Figlar, Executive Director 
                                                                                                 Jan Sapotichne, Assistant Director 
                                                                                                 Susan Polojac, ECD Manager 
                                                                                                 Barbara Ginsburg, Consultant 
                                                                                                 Ernie Dettore, Member 
Pittsburgh Public Schools - Jill McGough, Teacher 
                                           Christine Cameron, Teacher 
                                           Jennifer Fustich, Partnership Coordinator 
                                           Debra Sestili, EI Supervisor 
                                           Maryah Spahr, Education Coach 
Pittsburgh Public Schools - Teen Parenting Program, Sally Mole 
Pittsburgh Regional Center for Science Teachers - Jane Konrad, Executive Director 
Pittston Area Family Center - AnnMarie Adonizio, Project Director 
Play and Learn - Jill Law 
                           Dorothy Wren 
Playcare, Inc. - Betsy Caesar, President 
Playhouse Children's Center - Linda Smith 
Pocono Family YMCA - Barbara Lewis 
Pocono Healthy Communities Alliance -  Roxanne Powell 
Pocono Mountain Kids - Sandra Nazario 
Pocono Services for Families and Children - Mary Kay Posselli, Director 

Pocono Services for Families and Children - Monroe County Head Start - Carolann Romano, Teacher 
Pratt Street Learning Center - Aliya Johnson, Assistant Director 
Pre-K - Rene Despot, Coordinator 
Presbyterian Citizens in Action - Jane Wilshusen, Co-chair 
Preschool Intervention Program - Marianne McGowan, Program Manager 
Private - Rhea Starr, ECE Consultant 
Private Industry Council/PA Pre-K Counts Partnership of Fayette - Diana Fink 
Prodigy Learning Center - Christine Viteo, Executive Director 
Public Citizens for Children and Youth – Shelly Yanoff, Executive Director 
                                                                Colleen McCauley-Brown, Health Policy Director 
Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia - Michael Churchill, Of Counsel 
Quality Early Education through Salaries and Training (QUEST) - Jolie Cover, Steering Committee Member 
                                                                                                        Donita Hord, Steering Committee Member 
Quality Early Learning of Lebanon County - Betty Holsopple, Community Engagement 
R. E. Williams Child Care LLC. - Robyn Williams 
Rainbow Junction - Tara Osborne, Director 
Reading Area Community College Early Learning Center - Lori Corrigan, Teacher 
                                                                                             Erica Stratton, ELC Coordinator 



REC - Ilyse Hampton, Program Coordinator 
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program of Montgomery County RSVP - Janis Glusman, Literacy Coordinator 
Rising Sun Children’s Learning Center - Ann Yoon, Director 
Rocky Run YMCA - Ricky Pfeifer, Community Engagement  Coordinator 
Rydal Elementary School - Tyheshia Cleveland, Elementary Curriculum Specialist 
Saint Tabernacle Day School - Larry Dobson 
Salford Mennonite Child Care Centers - Anna L. Musselman, Executive Director 
Sandy Luke's Family Day Care - Sandy Luke 
Sayre Child Care - Mary-Jo Ochs, Group Supervisor 
School District of Philadelphia - Tamar Magdovitz, Teacher 
School District of Philadelphia - Tamika Monk, SPA II 
School District of Philadelphia - Mary Salisbury, Instructional Specialist 
School District of Philadelphia - Patricia Smiley, Center Leader 
Schoolhouse Learning Centers - Susannah Casey 
Scranton Area Family Center - Janet Hess, Director 
Self-employed - Sandra Baxter 
Seton Hill Child Services - Sandra Hess, PA Pre-K Counts Coordinator 
Shady Lane School - Polly Lipkind 
                                  Gabriela Rodriguez-Stabile, Lead Educator 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School - Susan Kozy, Teacher 
Sheridan Elementary School - Paul Daniels, Principal 
                                                Lynne Piotrowski, Reading Teacher 
Shirley R. Steffler Family Day Care Home - Shirley Steffler 
Sing N Say Learning Center - Katheleen Aviles 
Sisters Place, Inc. - Mary Parks, Executive Director 
Slippery Rock University, Early Childhood/Elementary Education - Anne M. Slanina Ph.D. 
Small Steps Day Care Center - Amanda Fair 
Small Wonders In-Home Child Care, LLC. - Mary Darden 
Smart Start - Centre County - Eileen Wise 
Sonbeam Day Care Center -Gabby Fisher 
Sonia Liskoski's Group Daycare - Sonia Liskoski, Owner 
Sonlight Child Learning Center - Betty Jo Saulsbery 
Sonshine Child Development Center - Andrea Otto, Toddler Group Supervisor 
Sonshine Christian Academy - Margie Sebastiani, Executive Director 
Special People in Northeast, Inc. - Jennifer Borski, SPIN 
                                                       Annemarie Clarke, Corporate Officer 
                                                       Janet Edwards, Quality Assurance Manager 
                                                       Denise Fong, Director 
                                                       Mary Lou Haughney, Assistant Director 
                                                       Rashim Lancit, Director of Center Based Operations 
                                                       Bernice McHale, Director, Community Affairs 
                                                       Kathleen McHale, Chief Program Officer 

                                                         Patricia Parisi, CFO 
                                                         Karen Schaller, Director 
Springfield Psychological - Troy Brindle, Director 
St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children - Bronwyn Carlson, Pediatrician 
St. Gabriel's Good Shepherd Learning Center -Patricia Owsiany  
St. James Child Care Center - Jocelyn Kilmer  
St. Jerome Child Care Center - Mary Joan Huggard  
St. John's Christian Day Care and Preschool - Robin J. French, Director 
St. John's Rainbow Trail Child Care Center - Cindy Mack 
St. John's United Church of Christ - Karl Jones, Pastor 
St. Joseph's University - Elizabeth Jaeger, Associate Professor 
St. Mark's Child Care Center - Charles Leonard, Director 
St. Paul's Child Development - Nadine Guerassimoff, Coordinator 
St. Stephen's Nursery School - Angela Cook, Director 
Stairways Behavioral Health - Christine Colao-Nickson, Assistant Director 



Steps to Success - Michelle Harbaugh, Director 
Street Family Daycare - Anita Streete, Owner 
Success By 6 of Erie County - Bill Jackson 
Sue's House - Sue Brubaker, Teacher 
Sullivan County Children & Youth Services - Lisa Wilcox, Director 
Sunshine & Rainbows Day Care Center – Jocelyn Kreig, Director 
                                                                   Natasha Farrell, Assistant Pre-K Counts Teacher 
Sunshine Corners - Linda Younger, Executive Director 
Tabor Children's House - Stacy Helton  
TECE - Sheryl Angove, Teacher 
Temple Emanuel Nursery School - Nanette Simon, Director 
Temple University - Center For Social Policy & Community Development - Eileen Mays-Voss, Unit Coordinator 
Tender Care Learning Centers - Christine Battista, Assistant Regional Manager 
                                                    Heather Iorio, Assistant Regional Manager 
                                                    Jennifer Massella, Director 
                                                    Kim McMonagle, Recruiting Director 
                                                    Margo Morford  
Tender Loving Care Children’s Center - Cynthia Hentosz, Director 
The ARC of Blair County - Kathy Custren, Advocate 
The Art Learning Center - Rae Stonbely  
The Caring Center, Inc. - Sherilynn Kimble 
The Children's Center - Kathie Hawkins, Lead Teacher 
The Children's Corner - Liz Vracarich  
The Children's Corner @ Moravian Manor - Mary Jane Hudock 
The Consortium for Public Education - David Pribish, Program Director 
The Cuddle Zone Learning Center, Inc. - Michele Nelson 
The Early Learning Center, Inc. - Cathy Rentzel, Owner/Director 
The Goddard School - Shannon Hanor, Director 
                                    Gretchen Seward 
The Growing Tree - Suzanne Del Corso  
The Learning Lamp - Leah Spangler, Executive Director 
The Learning Tree School/Truxal Center - Ann Weber, Director 
The Malvern School - Lindsay Kiefer 
The Parent-Infant Center - Cynthia Roberts, Executive Director 
The Pennsylvania State University -  Karen Bierman, Professor of Psychology 
The Second Mile - Martha Hostetter, Consultant 
                              Marc McCann, VP Programming 
The Sprout Fund - Jocelyn Horner, Program Manager 
Theiss Child Development Center - Virginia Cowell,  
Tina's Lil Busy Bodies - Tina Clark, Owner/Operator 
Tiny Tot Child Development Center - Terry Mauck, Director 
                                                           Vi Prisuta, Associate Director 
                                                           Jill Pyzoha, Office Manager 
Titusville Learning Center - Gretchen Schlosser, Director 
Tobyhanna Kids Day Care Center - Dominique Jospitre 
Today's Child Learning Centers -  Christine Ambrose, Education Administrator 
Toddlers' Patch Childcare Center - Carole Nicolella, Director 
Touching the Future - Anita Mullen, Director 
Troy Area School District - Aubrey Carrington, Kindergarten Teacher 
Tuny Haven International Early Learning Center, Inc. - Adrienne McKinney, Director 
Tuscarora IU11 - Diane Galbraith, Supervisor of Special Education 
Tyrone Elementary - Shana Smith, Teacher 
Union County Children and Youth Services - Matthew Ernst (Acting), Director 
United Cerebral Palsy - Sandra Meyer, Special Education Teacher 
United Neighborhood Centers of Northeastern Pennsylvania - Michael McHale, Director of Child Care 
United Way Lackawanna County - Robert Schwartz, Board Member 
United Way of Adams County Ready to Learn - Judith Reuwer, Interim Coordinator 



United Way of Allegheny County – Robert Nelkin, President and Chief Professional Officer 
                                                        Wendy Etheridge Smith, Director of Community Initiatives 
United Way of Beaver County - Bruce Simmeth, Executive Director 
United Way of Berks County - Sharon Mast, Director 
                                                Jane Moyer, Director of the Care for Kids Coalition 
United Way of Carlisle & Cumberland County - Nancy Fishman, Director 
United Way of Erie County - Julie Trohoske, Campaign Coordinator 
United Way of Lackawanna County - Gary Drapek, President 
                                                           Elaine Errico, Director 
United Way of Lancaster County - Carol Phillips, Board Director 
United Way of Mifflin/Juniata Success By 6 - Cristy Yoders, Success By 6 Coordinator 
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania – Jill Michal, President and CEO 
                                                                       David Fair, Senior Vice President 
United Way of Westmoreland County - Martha Isler, Public Policy Director 
                                                              Janice Gebicki, School Readiness Director 
University of Pittsburgh - Heather Bachman, Assistant Professor 
                                        Antonio Fevola, Research Scientist 
                                        Carl Johnson, Associate Professor 
                                        Feifei Ye, Assistant Professor 
University of Pittsburgh Office of Child Development - Margie Matesa, Early Childhood Specialist 
                                                                                     Mary Beth McCulloch, Director 
                                                                                     Maureen Sahr, Child Care Specialist 
                                                                                     Diane M. Sullivan, Head Teacher 
                                                                                     Jamie Wincovitch, Education Coordinator 
                                                                                     Suzanne Ashmn, School-Age Care Coordinator 
Upper Gwynedd Child Learning Center - Jan Snovel, Director 
 
Warwick Child Care Center, Inc. - Christine Dragan, Director of Curriculum and Staff Development 
                                                      Crystal Ray 
                                                      Tana Rinehart, Director 
Washington Family Center - Tammy Thompson, Project Coordinator 
Wattsburg Area Elementary Center - Gina Rullo, Principal 
Wayne County Family Center - Michelle Nuss, Family Dev. Spec. 
Wayne Presbyterian Church - George Aman, Member 
Wee Care Early Learning Center - Sheri Bravo 
Wee Wons Inc. - Cheryl Traylor, Director 
                           Jolene Fette  
                           Betty Ilyas  
West Chester Area Day Care Center - Betsy Billie 
West Chester University - Dr. Catherine Prudhoe, Professor 
West Mifflin Area School District - Molly Greiner, Pre-K Counts Teacher 
West Point Child Learning Center - Elizabeth Vena, Preschool Program Coordinator 
Western Learning Center -  Kimiyo Porter, Program Director 
Westminster College Preschool Lab - Diana Reed, Head Teacher 
Westmoreland County Community College - Vicki Hricik, ECE student 
Westmoreland Intermediate Unit #7 - Marie Nickle, Paraprofessional 
Widener University Child Development Center -  Noreen Yoder 
Wilfreta G. Baugh, MD - Gabrielle Smith, Manager 
Wilkes-Barre Area Schools - Karen Trowbridge, Reading Teacher 
Williamsport YMCA - Carolyn Hawk, Child Care Director 
Wonder Years Child Care - Heather Strouse 
Woodcock Valley Children's Center - Rebecca Plane, Supervisor 2-year-olds 
Wyalusing Valley Children’s Center, Inc. - Robyn Keeney, Owner 
Y2Kids Child Care Center - Christina Young 
YMCA Audubon Preschool Early Learning Center - Lakia Wilson, Assistant Director 
 
 



YMCA of Greater Erie - Melissa Dickerson, STARS Coordinator 
                                      Dana Songer, Director 
                                      Sabrina Wangler  
York Day Nursery, Inc. - Catherine Repman, Executive Director 
Young World Early Learning Center - Kimrenee Coaxum 
YWCA -  Dea Herman, Assistant Group Supervisor 
YWCA - Child Enrichment Center - Cyndy Rineer, Group Supervisor 
YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County, Paula Howard 
YWCA of Greater Harrisburg - Tina Nixon 
YWCA of Lancaster - Cheryl Gahring, Director of Childcare Services 
                                   Rick Kerns, Assistant SACC Director 
                                   Maureen Powers, Executive Director 
YWCA of York - Debra Riek, Director of Child Care Services 
                          Angela Sparks, Pre-K Coordinator 
                          Katherine Vernon, Family Service Coordinator 
                         Ashley Zurawski, Pre-K Counts Teacher 
YWCA Tri County Adult Literacy Center - Marilyn Bainbridge 
Zwingli Christian School - Barbara Shorb   

  
Individuals: 
Kareema A'Haamid  
 Teresa Austin  
 Raquel Baumbach  
 Joanne Blass  
 Nathalie Borozny  
 Sarah Bouie  
 Kim Britton  
 Andrea Brown  
 Caitlin Evans  
 Norma Finkelstein  
 Steven Fynes  
 Sandra Greenawalt  
 Lolita Griffin  
 Kharisma Harrison  
 Tina Herzog  
 Melisa Hunter  
 Marcia Iannia  
 Ola Jennings  
 Valerie McTavish  
 Marcia Moraes  
 Jeannie Morris  
 Michelle Nace  
 Heather O'Donnell  
 Susan Oxenreider  
 Amanda Patterson  
 Alison Perez  
 Yokasta Perez  
 Jessica Phillips  
 Leslie Roesler  
 Patricia Sands  
 Heather Seyda  
 Remington Sweeney  
 Youngjin Um  
 Nancy Welker  
 Melissa Young 

 


