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The need for Head Start

Friday, June 15, 2007 8:22 PM EDT
To the editor:

Several years ago | helped with a kindergarten
screening for a local school district. The purpose was to
give the teachers an idea about the skills the children
already had so that they could plan appropriately.

I had one little girl dressed in her finest with bows in
her hair, painted fingernails and a frilly dress. She could
match colors. Then, | had a somewhat disheveled little
boy who could match, recognize, name, read and spell
all the colors. These two children would be in the same
classroom.

Unfortunately, children who start school behind their
peers usually stay behind.

Young children may be cared for at home or cared for
by neighbors, relatives or child care professionals.
Young children may or may not be read to, taken out to
explore the neighborhood or given the opportunity to
hop, skip and run. Young children may or may not have
the opportunity to play with other children and learn
what it means to take turns and share.

Young children may or may not have the opportunity to
develop skills important to their success in school.

Head Start and PA Pre-K Counts proposed by the
governor were designed to provide young children with
learning opportunities they may otherwise not
experience.

If every child is truly Pennsylvania's future, it is
important that we support the quality early care and
education programs being discussed in the state
legislature.

Linda McDonough
Meyersdale

Daily American Discussions
Do you like this story? Let the whole world
know and share it on digg.com by clicking
on the "'digg this" icon.

diggs

digg it
You can also discuss this story with other readers on
our forums by clicking here.

Print this story =~ Email this story Return to Letters

aurel Arts

Linking the Art & Somerset County

CAMPS

Art Ages 6-12
Jr. Art  Ages3s
Advance agesiz-18

Dance ages7-adult

Register & info
www.laurelarts.ong
(814) 443-2433

Special
Events

e "Steel
Magnolias" at
the Mountain

Playhouse

6/18/2007





